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A 
TRANSLATION of a curious 


MEMORIAL 


GENTLEMEN, 94650 | 5 


4 H E tribunal of the fnquiſition having 
* 1 by hitherto blindly followed all the maxims 


p of the court of Rome, without examiti- 


ing how pernicious many of them were 
to the Kings authority, the publick and private 
good, and to the divine illumination of the con- 
ſciences of all who profeſs the fame religion; and 
this proceeding, altho' erroneous, was, by the in- 
quiſitors, in ſome thro' ignorance, others thro” flat- 
tery, but in moſt, thro* fear and danger, which 
every perſon is in, the inſtant they diſoblige, in 
the minuteſt thing, the miniſters of that tribunal, 
eſteemed right and juſt. However, it is well known, 
by all the learned, judiejous, virtuous and impar- 
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tial men, that in this eſteemed juſt and right pro- 


ceeding, are fouad great injuſtice and abſurd errors; 


evi Welch are attributed much more to the ancient 
ſtatutes of that court, than to the i ignorance or malice 
Be . infquiſſtors, blarheable only for bliadly ſol- 
lowing thoſe ſtatutes, preferring the written obedi- 
ence and execution of them, to the utility, the 


inſtruction, and the doctrine neceſſary to be practi ſed. 


Infinite thanks to Almighty God, to our auguſt 
— faithful ſovereign, and to, his excellency count 

d'Oeyras bis prime miniſter, for the reſolution 
hes. and put in practiſe, of recommending the 
reviſe of all books which ought to be publiſhed i in 
Portugal, to a new and ſupreme office, confiſting 


of. wile, honeft, and humane men, to, whom we ay 


make our petitions, and repreſent our grievances, 
and without dread of being ill received, and much 
leſs to be reproved by miniſters, who not being ſub- 
ject to, nir prepoſſeſſed by the ancient and erroneous 
ſtatutes of the iaguiſitian, are ordained by God and 


our ſovereign, to reform with care, diligence, and 


Chriſtian ſeverity, all books which regard oi our pre- 
ent and ſuture bappinefs. 


The 


aire go” 5 


. = "ma 
The holy ſeripture is the «compendium arid del 
pofite of the law of God. God himſelf expreMly 
commands, all the infpired prophets declare, Jefus 
Chrift orders,” and his holy Apoſtles and Erange- 
lifts teach, that all men thould read, examine, and 
contemplate theſe ſacred writings, the popes, the 
holy fathers, the moſt learned and the moſt pious 
doctors in the primitive ages of chriſtianity; ob. 
ſerved religiouſly this binding precept ; and with- 
out ever thinking to. prohibit the reading the Old 
and New Teſtament, all faithful chriſtians, of both 
ſexes, had the conſolation and ſatisfaction to real 
the word of God, to ſtudy his life, and execute 
his will, becauſe they. underſtood and knew What 
it was. Unhappily a time ſucceeded, when the 


exemplary lives of the biſhops of Rome were {> 


deprar edly perverted, that, defirous of being them- 


ſelves worſhipped as Gods, they lived and acted 
as if there ras no true and only God. The great 
patrimonial eſtates which the kings of France con- 
ferred on the biſhops and the titles which their 


pride arrogated to themſelves; the pretenſions which 


they formed, and were founded on their ſole am- 
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bition and arrogance, and practiſed during the im- 
becility, the weakneſs, and ſuperſtition of many 


princes, who were inveigled to conſent to ſuch abus 
ſes, incroachments, and errors, by the wicked coun» 


ſels of Jeſuits who governed their conſciences ; all 
theſe-changed into wickedneſs, the ſanctity of thoſe 
bithops; for in the holy ſcriptures, not one fingle 
word authoriſes their great diſorders and ſcandalous 
proceedings ; but on the contrary, the innovations 


and the alterations which they facrilegiouſly intro- 
duced and eſtabliſhed in the doctrine and dogmas of 
the chriſtian religion, are diametrically oppoſite to 
the word of God. To conceal from the pious and 
good chriſtians, the iniquity of their enormous and 


deteſtable attempts, the popes were obliged to bin- 
der and prohibit them the holy bible in the vulgar 
tongue. This cruel and criminal prohibition, had 


very little ſucceſs; and we may add, was depiſed. 
by all the chriſtian nations and ſexes, where the 
power of the inquiſition was not eſtabliſhed. The 


French, Germans, Engliſh, and Dutch Roman Ca- 


tholicks, or Proteſtants, enjoyed many editions of 
the holy ſcriptures, tranſlated into the reſpective 
WS: languages, 
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languages, and none of them were in the leaſt cul- 
pable, nor any formal proceeding uſed againft 
them, for reading - and meditating on the word of 
God. | 

Notwithſlanding the odious ad * of the 
tribunal of the inquiſition, venal ſlaves and blind 
followers to.the decrees of the court of Rome, the 
bible is tranſlated into Italian and Spaniſh; and 
thanks to the piety and learning of John Ferrevra 
de Almedia, our worthy compatriot, and to the mi- 
ſſioners of the king of Denmark in India, the bi- 
ble is there tranſlated, altho badly printed, in the 
Portugueſe language : However, either from the dif- 
tance, or the fear of the inquiſition, it's certain we 
are deprived of this work, owing principally to the' 
ſtudy and pains of the ſaid father Ferreyra, prieft 
ef the order of St. Peter, who, inſtead of being ve- 
gerated and rewarded for fo holy and fo uſeful an 
undertaking, is not known in Porrugal, but for the 
unjuſt and ridiculous treatment which he ſuffered 
in the inquiſition of Goa, for the the proofs 2 had 


_u_ of his zeal to to chriſtianity. 
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All the ancient ordinances of this kindom, all 
gew laws, all decrees, councils, proclamations, Kc, 
which emanate from the throne, and by which our 
ſovereign intimates his orders, and makes known 
to us his will; all theſe are wrote, printed, and 
publithed, in our mother tongue; to act contrary, 
would be the greateſt abſurdity ; ; becauſe, if pub- 
Jiſhed in Latin, few Portugueſe would either un- 
derſtand, ſerve, or obey the king, ſo as to comply 
from the reafon and cauſe of ſuch laws, without 
which, no obedience can be eſteemed — 


1 


true and obli gatory. 


The pope and the inquiſition — | hitberto 
bindered us the reading the holy ſcriptures in the 
vulgar language, we are obliged to declare, con- 
feſs, and proteſt, before Almighty God, and in the 
face of all the world, that we are Chriſtians with- 
out law; for excepting a ſew learned men, who 
underfiand- Latin, all other Vortugueſe are totally 
ignorant of the law of God : Calling themſelves 
Chriffns, without having ſeen or read the pre- 
cepts, counſels, and doctrines which Jeſus Chriſt 
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has given them, and what the Holy Erangeliſts 
left in depoſite in the New Teſtament. The re- 
medy to this great evil, and very great error, is 
very neceſſary, and ought to be very quick; ſo that 
from what has been related with ſo much truth, 
ſincerity, brevity, and clearneſs, the Portugueſe 
pray and beg, that the free reading of the Holy 
Bible may be granted and conceded, without any 
reſtriction, in the ſame manner as was practiſed 
in the firſt ages of the Church; ages truly bleſſed 
with learned and pious men, and in which Chrifti- 
anity made the greateſt and moſt rapid progrels, 
and until the bible is tranſlated into the Portugueſe 
language, we defire and hope, that a free permi- 
flion, and free recourſe to all the verſions of the 
Old and New Teſtament, in whatever language, 
may be ſuffered and n in Portugal, and its 
dominions. 


This requeſt and defire being founded in truth, 
reaſon, and juſtice, no arguments are neceſſary to 
patronize them, neither do we alledge or point out 
any of the many proofs which authorize them, be- 


ing certain, that all of them are well known to 


the 
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the wiſe and intelligent minſters to whom we have 
recourſe: We only offer, that if the laws of the 
prince, on the knowledge and obfervance of which 
depend our temporal intereſts, are made known to us 


in the mother and vulgar language, the law of God, 


on the intelligence and obſervance of which, de- 
pends the ſalvation of our ſouls, ought in conte- 
quence to be allowed, without the leaft obſtacle, 
in the ſame language, and in all the known and 
vulgar idioms. We did not preſume to make this 
petition to the inquiſition, well knowing it would 
have been reproved and condemned ; the miniſters 
to whom we humbly preſent it, are not as the in- 
quiſitors, deſpotick; our will is law, ſo we judge 
it, and fo we will have it, ſay the inquiſitors, per- 
ſecuting the innocent, and hiding from us the book 
of truth, without troubling themſelves at the juſt 
murmurings of this nation, and the juſt criticiſms 
of foreign nations, nor of the general ſcandal which 
their arbitrary proceedings have carried through- 
out the whole prudent, learned, and orthodox 
world; the miſery and poverty they have brought 


on this nation, making or cauſing us to be efs 
teemed, 
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teemed, not only as ignorant, but as barbarians. 


Our petition being in every reſpect juſt, and 
fending toa g od end, we hope that all the mi- 
niſters of which this board conſiſts, will be fayour- 
able to us, counſelling and determining, without de- 
lay, and unanimouſly, that the reading of the holy 
ſcriptures ſhall be amply and fully permitted us. 


In caſe this favour ſhould not be granted, 


which we think impoſſible, the Portugueſe nation 


with juſtice hope, that the gentlemen miniſters 
will produce ſolid, convincing, and demonſtrative 
reaſons, to ſhew all the world, and the Portugueſe 
nation in particular, what we think ſtill more 
impoſſible, and that is, evidently to prove that 
men may ſee without light or eyes; and that 
they may obſerve the law of God, and follow the 
doctrine of Jefus Chriſt, without the leaſt know- 
edge of the ſacred books, wherein this doctrine 
is divinely depoſited. 


Truth 1s the daughter of God, and ſhould be 


the guide for all mortals; all men living cannot 


deny or refute what is contained in this petition; 
for 
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for this reaſon we make it publick, deſiring that 
f all Europe may have knowledge of our juſt requeſts, 
hoping, that our ſuperiors will attend to us with 
the juſtice they owe to Zod, themſelves, their own 


nation, and all the univerſe, 


Liſbon April 25, 1768, 


